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2021 The Year in Review
As we look back on 2021, we are
grateful for another successful year
for Westwind Riding Institute (WRI).
As the pandemic requirements
see-sawed between relaxing and
enforcing safety protocols, our
unflappable team of volunteers
was prepared to stop and restart
on a dime. And while it might be
overstating it to say classes have
returned to “normal,” we are happy
that they’ve returned to a “new
normal.”
Thanks to the extraordinary efforts
of our leaders and the resumption
of our student volunteer program,
we have gone from a skeleton crew
to twice a week classes (like the old
days!) for the fall, winter, and spring
sessions, now meeting on Mondays
and Fridays. Adding a class on
Fridays allows us to accommodate
more riders, and give our ponies and
horses more exercise and attention.
The summer session was held as
usual in July on Monday evenings.

With a waiting list now in place,
we look forward to welcoming
new riders in 2022, as well as new
volunteers.
Also, we have a new instructor!
Hanna Merk, who for the past two
years has been coordinating the

WRI program, graciously stepped in
to teach our Friday class. Hanna has
added some exciting new activities
to Friday’s classes, designed to
help our youth volunteers develop
as leaders. For example, in addition
to managing and leading horses,
youth volunteers are actively
involved in teaching horse care to
their riders. They are also invited to
act as assistant instructors and to
help organize activities, such as the
annual Halloween Ride and Easter
Egg Hunt.
The WRI program could not exist
without your support. For nearly half
a century our volunteers and your
generous donations have made this
valuable program possible. If you
haven’t yet, please join our vibrant
community of riders and volunteers
by supporting WRI.

Cara, Cara Mia, and Emma take a breather
during Summer Session.

The Gang’s All Here!
This year we have five riders in the Monday program:
Cara, Jeffrey, Kenna, Kiera, and Molly; and four riders in the
Friday program: Amai, Brielle, Moussia, and Pranay. Thanks
to Torie Dye, Westwind Barn manager, we were also able
to add two new mounts to classes: Emerson and Olé. You’ll
find their sweet faces featured in these photos too.

Instructor
Roxanne Raksnys
squares the circle!

Kenna maneuvers
Steele over pole
courses. Steele began
his career working on
a South Dakota ranch.

Riders are encouraged to groom their
horses before and after lessons.

Olé ridden by Molly. The
Fjord horse is relatively
small but very strong,
and hails from the
mountainous regions of
western Norway.

Ridden by Kiera, Emerson, is a
Welsh pony who once competed
in the prestigious USEF Pony
Finals. His registered name is
Tristan First Edition.

Brielle atop Cinders, our blue
roan Tennessee Walker.

Amai on Sparkie

Rider Success Story
Moussia astride Steele, who was
trained by Roxanne to be an awardwinning dressage and therapy horse.

Pranay, who began riding in our fall session this past
September, has difficulty walking. He needs to be
supported up and down the mounting block and
carried to the car afterwards, fully exhausted from the
effort. No matter these challenges, recently Pranay
realized the kind of success that parents, instructors,
and volunteers all hope our riders will experience.
To improve core strength and fitness, all riders had
been instructed for weeks in how to hold jumping
position for the length of the arena. Pranay’s efforts
paid off richly when he was able to trot for the very
first time on November 6th! The lesson ended in
jubilant applause from all riders and volunteers—and
scored many carrots for their mounts. When one of us
succeeds, we all win!
Pranay, riding Cinders led by Lydia, assisted by his mom Shruti
and big brother Ojas.

Walking Tall! Carmela (left)
and Friday instructor, Hanna
Merk, escort Jeffrey to the
mounting block before the
Halloween trail ride.

Three pumpkins are better
than one, as illustrated by
Emma, Molly, and Sparkie.

Thank You for Your Support
The Westwind Riding Institute (WRI)
would like to thank the following
foundations, organizations and
companies for their charitable
contributions.

Sparkie and Molly approve the change
to clip-on halter reins for class.

Children’s Center, United Methodist
Church of Los Altos
Clipped Wings SFO Peninsula
Flora Family Foundation
Hills 2000 –Friends of the Hills
Kiwanis Club of Los Altos
Kiwanis Club of Mountain View
Los Altos Rotary Club
Los Altos Community Foundation
Menlo Park Live Oak Lions Club
Northwood Design Partners, Inc
PARC, a Xerox Company
Silicon Valley Association of Realtors
(SILVAR)Symantec
The Chou Family
The Kaplan Family
The LaPlanche Family
VMware

Westwind Riding Institute would like to
acknowledge the significant role played by
the Town of Los Altos Hills, both in our
founding and our continued operation over
the years. Without the Town’s continued
support both materially and otherwise,
this program would not be possible. We’d
also like to thank the following: Victoria
Dye Equestrian for equine and volunteer
resources in our programs; as well as
the many individual donors who have
contributed so generously over the years.

Dedicated supporters from the Clipped
Wings SFO Peninsula organization provided
a table full of Halloween treats. Thank you!

2022 Winter and Spring Class Schedule
Make a Donation
Westwind Riding Institute is self-funding,
so your assistance, no matter how
large or small, is welcomed to sustain
our program. There are several ways
to contribute: check, stock, employer
matching, eScript, and PayPal. Consider
making your next purchase through
AmazonSmile and Amazon will make
a donation to the Westwind Riding
Institute – at no cost to you.

Winter Classes:
Mondays 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
New volunteer orientation:
Monday, January 10 at 3 p.m.

Spring Classes:
Mondays 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
New volunteer orientation:
Monday April 4 at 3 p.m.

Classes: January 10 – March 28.
No class January 17 and February 21.

Classes: April 4 – June 13.
No class May 30.

Fridays 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Classes: January 14 – March 25.

Fridays 4:00-5:00 p.m.
April 1 – June 10.
No class May 13.

Please make checks payable to:
Westwind Riding Institute
Mail To: WRI—C/O Westwind Barn
27210 Altamont Road
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022

To scan the QR code, simply
open your phone camera,
point it to the QR code, then
tap the notification at the top.

If you are interested in volunteering or
enrolling your child as a rider, call
(650) 947-8680 and leave a message,
or submit your request via our website
contact form.
The WRI Newsletter is published by
Westwind Riding Institute and designed
and produced by our volunteers. Its
purpose is to inform friends and supporters
about WRI activities and events.
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